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Definition

(Bailey & Wolf, 2021; Department of Education; Wikipedia)

O Multilingual students (MS): also known as multilingual learners (ML), are studel
in more than one language. This includes students who are learning English as a
also known as “English learners (Els)" or “English language learners (ELL)".

] National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP): NAEP assesses student [
rauding wrlhng and science at grudes 4, 8, and 12.

] State ment Tests: In Washington, Smarter Balanced Assessments (SBA)
Assessmen a&ﬁl( CHS}
J Scholastic Aptitude Te Fahﬁi\T is widely used for college admissions. |

mathematics, and url’nng skills.

O ACT (American College Testing): The ACT is unofher college admissions test. |
reading, and science reasoning.

K English Language Proficiency Tests: These assess the lanquage proficiency of E
Examples include the WIDA ACCESS fest and the CELDT (California English Lanc
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His’rory of Assessment of Hul.i‘il.inguul. Studs
in American Education (U.S. bepartment of Educati

E:rI.',r 20th Cr.n'i'.l",r

Hul tilinqual students were often
ossessed using standordized tests
designed for native English
wpedier s, leadifg4o inoccurate
representations of el ghilitiss,

1980s-17190s

The avil rights movement
highlighted the need for more
equitable and inclusive
ossessment proctices for

frulfilingual students

19%60s-1110s

Legislation, such as the Biling
Education Act (1963), aimed t
provide better support and
assessment methods for

multilingual students
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Statistics

(Builey & Wolf, 2021 National Center for Education Evaluation and Ragiunul. AssisH
Washington State Department of Education; National Center for Education Statist

The percentage of public school students in the United States who were Englis

2020 (10.3 percent, or 5.0 million students) than in fall 2010 (9.2 percent, or

In 2013, 14% of grade 4 ELs were proficient in math and 9% were proficient in

35% national average.

In 2 éi: 84 percent of students nationwide graduated from high school on
percen h{:%ﬂe for non-Els.

In Washington s ?}ﬁ P-12 students are English learners (ELs

higher percentage. Over 130,0 Washington state participate in |

representing more than 230 lanquages. ln 2014-15 school year, 61% of th

followed by Russian, Vietnamese, Somali, and Chinese.
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Examples of Accommodations in Assessment
S'thB n+5 (National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistan
Education Statistics)

+ Text-to-Speech: Allows students to have te
+ Highlighter Tool: Helps students emphasize

* Equation Editor: Enables students to intera
*  Orientation to Topics: Provides guidance or

NAEP: Universal Design

U / l- « Time and one-half (+50%): Extends the tes
SAT Wa l' el,. * 14-point fest booklet: Larger font size.
m a I" k Lurge-pr'rnf answer sheet (no bubbles): Eas
* Extra breaks: Additional breaks during test
ACT * One and one-half time on breaks: Extende:

* Llarge prirﬂ' test booklet: Larger font size.
* Bilingual dictionaries and translated instr.
questions).
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Cons of Accommodations of Multilinqual Stud

(Menken, 2010: Celata, 2021: Espinosa, n.d.; Rivera et al., 2006)

1 Contfent Knowledge Evaluation Critics arque that certain accommodations |
and the validity of test scores may be comp
the nature of the uniformity.

o Tfan,

Wa Opponents arque that standardized accomm
e,.m a I,. k each ELL. Also, allocating resources for acce

overall educational quuLiﬁr.

ELLs may receive different ’resh'ng conditiol

scores. Concerns arise about fairness when

3 Fairness and Equity

Epeulw.'rs do not.
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Pros of Accommodations of Multilinqual Stu

(Menken, 2010; Celata, 2021)

Linguistic and Cultural Bias Stress and Anxiety
d e tandardized tests ml:n:,r not Assessments can be a
source of stress and
kmd.edge an anxiety for multilingual
multilingual students duaer m al‘ tudents, potentially
cultural and linguistic biases. impacting their
performance.

Narre

An ovel
assess
narrow
curricu
opport
muLtili
explore
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Differential Item Functioning (DIF)
Examples for Multilinqual Student
Assessment (Popham, 2012; Mahoney, 2008)

Vocabulary Knowledge Multilinguol students may stru
unfamiliar vocabulary, even if

conceptual understanding, lead

references unfamiliar to multi

def,
aU/ LChWat@’m Assessment items that rely on
ark students can result in DIF.

Language Structures The way lanquage is used in ass
items can create DIF for multil
students, even if they have the
knowledge.
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Addressing Bias and Fairness in
Multilingual Student Assessment

(Abedi, J., 2010: National Center for Education Evaluation and R

Language Accommodations Cultural Relevance

Providing language accommodations, such Ensuring that assessment cor
as translations or extended time, can help format are culturally relevan
level the playing field for multilingual responsive can improve the a

d@f au i;-* ;/ater results.

Authentic ﬁs&assﬁaar k Stakeholder Collaborati
Using performance-based or portfolio Engaging multilingual studen
assessments can better capture the and community members in
knowledge and skills of multilingual assessment process can help
students. address potential biases.
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Strategies for Equitable
Multilingual Students (aie

Universal Design

1 Adopting a universal design for learning appr

accessible and inclusive for all students.

Formative Assessments

Utilizing formative assessments throughout
V, monitor and support the progress of multilin
m a ¥ ways to demonstrate their full range of abilit

Professional Development

3 PD equips educators in Title 1ll compliance, da
monitoring assessment for bias, selecting ap

students receive fair and unbiosed assessmen
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Conclusion and Key Takeuways

Ramgnize Ensure Fairness Promote Equity Sup

d e f Que Needs Assessment Equitable Asse
a%mnﬁ should practices must be assessment can be u
designed to be fair open doors to inst

unique Linquistic an g educational stra

cultural backgrounds multiling opportunities for SUpF

of multilingual students. multilingual acad

students. students. mul;

stud
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